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habitants. And the jungle pressed in and claimed
two of the eight houses, after dysentery and fever
had taken the men, the women, and their children,
who lived there.
Even Silindu's house did not escape: there death
took its toll of the young. First Punchi Menika 7s
child sickened, and then Punchi Nona. Day after
day the mothers, helpless, watched the fever come
and shake the children's bodies, and sap and waste
their strength. The wail of the two women, each
for her dead child, was raised in one night.
It was Silindu who seemed to feel the loss of the
children more than any one else in the house. This
time clearly the envious powers had grudged him
his little happiness. He had been foolish to show
his pleasure in the children crawling about the house.
He had brought disaster upon them and upon him-
self. The misery he had felt at losing Punchi
Menika came upon him again. It was his own fault:
ie was a fool to tempt the evil powers that stood
around him eager for their opportunity.
After their first wild outburst of grief, Punchi
Menika and Hinnihami felt their loss less than
Siliudti. The death of the child is what every
mother must continually expect. They had seen it
too long in the village to be surprised at their own
suffering: the birth of children every year and then